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Reading Attitude and Comprehension of Senior High School
Learners in Cluster 1
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Abstract.The study was conducted to determine the relationship between reading attitude and
comprehension of senior high school learners in cluster 1, Davao City Division. The study used
a non-experimental descriptive-correlational research design, where it utilized an adapted sur-
vey instrument to gather responses from the 100 randomly selected teacher-respondents. Data
gathered were treated using Mean scores with descriptive interpretation, Pearson r and Simple
Linear Regression Analysis. Findings revealed that the reading attitude of Senior High School
Learners in terms of enjoyment in reading, willingness to read challenging materials, frequency
of reading and attitude towards reading assignments is moderately extensive; likewise, compre-
hension of senior high school learners in terms of making inferences, understanding vocabulary,
understanding the main idea and monitoring comprehension is moderately extensive. There is
a significant relationship between reading attitude and comprehension of senior high school
learners. Indicators of reading attitude in terms of reading frequency, enjoyment, willingness
to read challenging materials and attitude towards reading assignments significantly influenced
comprehension among senior high school learners. Future research may identify barriers and
challenges teachers face and investigate factors such as access to technology, teacher readiness,
support systems, and institutional policies. This research may be used to develop strategies to
overcome these challenges and promote the successful implementation of innovative teaching
methods.
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1. Introduction

Reading comprehension is crucial to edu-
cation and learning, particularly at the senior
high school level. However, students’ attitudes
towards reading have been a cause for concern
in recent times, as many learners show disinter-
est and lack of motivation in reading. Attitude
towards reading refers to a learner’s feelings
and beliefs about reading, an essential factor
affecting students’ motivation and engagement

in reading activities. Many factors influence stu-
dents’ attitudes toward reading, including the
teaching approach, curriculum, and reading ma-
terials used. In addition, the home environment
and parental support also play a crucial role in
shaping students’ attitudes toward reading.

Several studies have been conducted world-
wide to explore students’ attitudes towards read-
ing and reading comprehension. Al-Nharat
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(2017) found that Jordanian students’ attitudes
towards reading were generally negative, with
learners associating reading with boredom and
disinterest. A similar study in Nigeria by
Adeyemo and Adeyemo (2017) revealed that
secondary school students also showed a lack of
interest and motivation in reading, which neg-
atively impacted their reading comprehension
skills. In contrast, a study by Wu and Huang
(2017) in Taiwan showed that students who had
positive attitudes towards reading had higher
reading comprehension scores, indicating a cor-
relation between attitude and performance. Fur-
thermore, a study by Wang, Zhang, and Lin
(2017) in China found that students who en-
gaged in extensive reading had better reading
comprehension skills than those who did not.

Studies have shown that the teaching ap-
proach and reading materials significantly affect
students’ attitudes toward reading. For instance,
a study by Li (2017) in China found that learners
who were taught using a student-centered ap-
proach had more positive attitudes towards read-
ing than those taught using a teacher-centered
approach. Similarly, a study by Lertola and Ala-
Kokko (2017) in Finland revealed that learners
who read authentic literature had more positive
attitudes towards reading than those who read
textbooks.

A study by Hattie and Donoghue (2016) in
Australia revealed that many senior high school
learners had poor reading comprehension skills,
with many learners failing to understand and
retain information from the texts they read. Sim-
ilarly, a study by Dehaene, Meyniel, Wacongne,
Wang, and Pallier (2015) in France found that
many senior high school learners had difficulty
comprehending complex texts, which affected
their academic performance.

The Philippines, with its rich cultural her-
itage and a diverse population of approximately
110 million people, has a high literacy rate
of around 96 percent. However, the country
still faces significant challenges in promoting

a culture of reading among its youth. A study
conducted by the Department of Education in
2016 found that only 39.7 percent of senior high
school students in the Philippines have satisfac-
tory reading comprehension skills, highlighting
the urgent need to address the issue. Cayaban
(2018) found that Filipino students’ attitudes
toward reading were generally negative, with
learners associating reading with boredom and
disinterest. Parents play a critical role in this
effort by encouraging their children to read and
providing them with access to a wide range of
reading materials. Schools can also improve
access to books and other reading materials by
investing in libraries and other resources pro-
moting reading.

A similar study in the Philippines by
Carreon and Abuan (2019) revealed that senior
high school students also showed a lack of inter-
est and motivation in reading, which negatively
impacted their reading comprehension skills.
Promoting a culture of reading in schools and
at home is essential. One of the primary factors
contributing to this issue is the lack of emphasis
on reading as a core skill in the country’s educa-
tion system. While reading is taught in schools,
it is often treated as a secondary skill rather than
a primary one, with more attention being given
to math and science. As a result, many students
do not develop a strong foundation in reading
and struggle with comprehension, particularly
in their senior high school years.

The situation is particularly alarming for
senior high school learners who are preparing
to enter college or the workforce. These stu-
dents are expected to have a higher level of
proficiency in reading and comprehension, but
many struggle to meet these expectations. In
the researcher’s locality, many schools lack ad-
equate libraries, and students often have lim-
ited access to books and other reading materi-
als, further limiting their exposure to diverse
reading materials and reducing their motivation
to read. Moreover, the proliferation of digi-
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tal media and the internet has exacerbated the
issue, with many students turning to social me-
dia, gaming, and other forms of entertainment
instead of reading. This trend has led to a de-

cline in reading habits and comprehension skills
among young learners, making it increasingly
challenging for them to cope with the demands
of higher education and the workforce.

2. Methodology

This chapter discusses the methodical process for conducting the study. This includes selecting
the study design, respondents and sampling method, research instruments to be used in data
gathering, procedure, ethical considerations, and lastly, data analysis. These steps are considered
essential to ensuring appropriateness and correctness in the conduct of the methodical steps.

2.1. Research Design—This study used a
non-experimental descriptive-correlational and
predictive research design. This refers to studies
that describe the variables and the relationships
that occur naturally between and among them.
Further, the study variables are classified as in-
dependent (predictor) and dependent (outcome).
Moreover, any scientific process begins with a
description, based on observation, of an event
or events, from which theories may later be
developed to explain the observations (Pallant,
2020). On the other hand, predictive research
is chiefly concerned with predicting outcomes,
consequences, costs, or effects. This type of
research tries to extrapolate from the analysis
of existing phenomena, policies, or other enti-
ties in order to predict something that has not
been tried, tested, or proposed before (Gujarati,
2020). Descriptive-correlational research de-
sign is a non-experimental approach that in-
volves observing and describing a phenomenon
or behavior, and examining the relationship be-
tween variables. This design is useful when
the researcher is interested in exploring the rela-
tionship between two or more variables without
manipulating them. Correlational research de-
sign is useful for investigating the relationship
between two or more variables. In the study of
students’ attitudes toward reading and reading
comprehension among senior high school learn-
ers, a correlational research design can be ap-
plied to examine the association between these

two variables. Using a correlational design, the
researcher could determine if there is a relation-
ship between the two variables and the strength
and direction of that relationship.

2.2. Research Respondents—Respondents
of the study were the Teachers of Cluster 1 Se-
nior High Schools in Davao City Division. Us-
ing Raosoft sample size calculator, a total of 100
respondents were taken randomly from each re-
spective secondary school. One randomly deter-
mined, the respondents were informed through
online platforms and face-to-face considering
the availability of the Wifi Connections; they
likewise oriented about the purpose and impor-
tance of the study. These respondents are teach-
ing Grade 11 and 12 learners in the respective
schools as much as possible to measure com-
petence and how they function and contribute
to the learning outcomes given the new normal
learning system during SY 2022-2023. The
ethics of research and the process of collect-
ing survey responses were explicitly discussed
with the respondents, and observance of health
protocol was strictly implemented based on Ex-
ecutive Order 31 S 2020 to avoid possible con-
tamination and lower the risk of contamination.

2.3. Research Instrument—This proposed
research study used a self-made survey instru-
ment. Items were adapted from the contents
of the reviewed literature. There are two parts
to the survey questionnaire: the Senior High
School Teachers’ perception of students’ atti-
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tudes toward reading and reading comprehen-
sion. On the other hand, the second part of the
survey is the reading comprehension among se-
nior high school learners as perceived by the
teachers. Further, the survey statements were
subjected to a test-retest or validity and reli-
ability testing using Cronbach Alpha at a .05

level of confidence. They generated an alpha
Cronbach of 0.867, which means that the unidi-
mensional reliability when it comes to internal
consistency is excellent. The questionnaire used
a 5-point Likert scale to determine the attitude
toward reading. Scale, descriptive rating and
interpretation are provided below:

Scale Descriptive Rating Interpretation

4.20 – 5.00 Very Extensive The attitude towards reading is always man-
ifested

3.40 – 4.19 Extensive The attitude towards reading is oftentimes
manifested

2.60 – 3.39 Moderately Extensive The attitude towards reading is sometimes
manifested

1.80 – 2.59 Less Extensive The attitude towards reading is rarely mani-
fested

1.00 – 1.79 Not Extensive The attitude towards reading is not mani-
fested

Scale Descriptive Rating Interpretation

4.20 – 5.00 Very Extensive The reading comprehension is always mani-
fested

3.40 – 4.19 Extensive The reading comprehension is oftentimes
manifested

2.60 – 3.39 Moderately Extensive The reading comprehension is sometimes
manifested

1.80 – 2.59 Less Extensive The reading comprehension is rarely mani-
fested

1.00 – 1.79 Not Extensive The reading comprehension is not mani-
fested

2.4. Data Gathering Procedure—Permis-
sion to conduct the study. Before collecting
data, the researcher must obtain permission
from the appropriate authorities, such as the
research adviser and the Dean of the Rizal
Memorial Colleges, and the top management of
DepEd Davao City Division through the chan-

nel. This permission-seeking process typically
involves submitting a research proposal that in-
cludes information about the study design, pro-
cedures, and potential risks and benefits. Distri-
bution and retrieval of the questionnaire. The
researcher ensured the accuracy and complete-
ness of the data. The distribution and retrieval
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of questionnaires should be conducted in a stan-
dardized and systematic manner. Collation and
statistical treatment of data. The ensured that

the general conditions should be followed for
the collation and statistical treatment of data as
part of the data-gathering procedure.

2.5. Data Analysis—Mean scores and stan-
dard deviation were used to address statement
problems posed in statement problem number
one (1) regarding the extent of students’ attitude
towards reading and statement problem number
two (2) regarding the extent of reading compre-
hension of senior high school learners. Pear-
son Product Moment Correlation Coefficient or
Pearson-r was used to determine its strength-
/direction significant relationship between the
extent of students’ attitude towards reading and

reading comprehension of senior high school
learners in Cluster 1 schools of Davao City Di-
vision. Linear Regression analysis was used
to address statement problem number 4, on the
indicators of students’ attitude towards reading
that significantly influence reading comprehen-
sion of senior high school learners in Cluster 1
schools of Davao City Division. All data pro-
cessing and analysis were performed using the
Jeffrey’s Statistics Amazing Program (JASP)
version 0.12.20. When results yielded, discus-
sions and interpretations followed.

3. Results and Discussion

This chapter deals with presenting, analyzing, and interpreting data gathered. Tabular and textual
presentation is presented to make more meaningful in the analysis and drawing out of implications.
This further shows evidence to support the claim posed in the hypothesis.

Table 1 shows the summary of the extent of
reading attitude of Senior High School Learn-
ers. The result is focused on the highest and
lowest mean ratings of indicators which are as
follows: enjoyment in reading (3.39), willing-
ness to read challenging materials (3.25), fre-
quency of reading (3.34) and attitude towards

reading assignment (2.79) are sometimes mani-
fested, thus, moderately extensive. The overall
mean rating of 3.19 denotes the extent of read-
ing attitude of Senior High School Learners is
sometimes manifested, thus, moderately exten-
sive.

Table 1. Summary on the Extent of Reading Attitude of Senior High School Learners

No Reading Attitude of Senior High
School Learners

Mean Descriptive Equiva-
lent

1 frequency of reading 3.34 Moderately Extensive
2 enjoyment in reading 3.39 Moderately Extensive
3 willingness to read challenging materials 3.25 Moderately Extensive
4 attitude towards reading assignment 2.79 Moderately Extensive

Overall Mean 3.19 Moderately Extensive
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Overall, these studies suggest that students’
attitude towards reading can be an important
indicator of their overall attitude towards read-
ing, when students view reading assignments as

relevant, interesting, and helpful in improving
their skills, they are more likely to develop a
positive attitude towards reading and engage in
independent reading outside of class.

Table 2 shows the summary of the extent of
comprehension of senior high school learners.
The result is focused on the highest and lowest
mean ratings of indicators which are as follows:
making inferences (3.59) is oftentimes mani-
fested; and understanding vocabulary (3.29),

understanding the main idea (3.15) and mon-
itoring comprehension (3.11) are sometimes
manifested. The overall mean rating of 3.28
denotes that extent of comprehension of senior
high school learners is sometimes manifested,
thus, moderately extensive.

Table 2. Summary of The Extent of Comprehension of Senior High School Learners

No Comprehension of Senior High School
Learners

Mean Descriptive Equiva-
lent

1 Understanding The Main Idea 3.15 Moderately Extensive
2 Making Inferences 3.59 Extensive
3 Monitoring Comprehension 3.11 Moderately Extensive
4 Understanding Vocabulary 3.29 Moderately Extensive

Overall Mean 3.28 Moderately Extensive

The studies emphasized the importance of
developing vocabulary knowledge to enhance
reading proficiency. The use of graphic organiz-
ers and the Vocabulary Self-Selection Strategy
proved to be effective methods in improving
students’ vocabulary acquisition and reading
comprehension. These findings have significant
implications for the development of reading pro-
grams and instructional strategies in senior high
schools.

Significant Relationship between Reading
Attitude and Comprehension of Senior High
School Learners

Table 3 revealed the yielded results of the
significant relationship between reading attitude
and comprehension of senior high school learn-
ers. It provides an information that the posed
null hypothesis stating that there is no signifi-
cant relationship between reading attitude and
comprehension of senior high school learners. It
can be depicted that Pearson’s Correlation gen-
erated a significant correlation between teaching
strategies on the use of manipulatives (r=0.879;
p¡.002) and students’ understanding in mathe-
matical concepts.

Table 3. Significant Relationship between Reading Attitude and Comprehension of
Senior High School Learners

Variables Reading Attitude r-value p-value Interpretation
Decision
Comprehension

0.879 < 0.002 Significant Reject H0

*significant @p< 0.05.

6
ISSN 3028-1261

10.5281/zenodo.11627839/NIJSE.2024

Comprehension



NIJSE (2024) -

One of the most prominent theoretical
frameworks used to explain students’ attitude
towards reading and reading comprehension is
the Transactional Theory of Reading, proposed
by Louise Rosenblatt in 1978. According to
this theory, reading is a transactional process
between the reader and the text. It posits that
the meaning of a text is not solely determined
by the text itself, but by the interaction between
the reader’s prior knowledge, experiences, atti-
tudes, and motivations, and the text itself. This
theory recognizes that readers have different
experiences and knowledge, which affect their
understanding of the text. Hence, the mean-
ing of a text is subjective and varies from one
reader to another. Several studies have explored
the relevance of the Transactional Theory of
Reading to senior high school learners. For in-
stance, a study by Martin et al. (2019) found
that students’ prior knowledge and motivation
to read had a significant impact on their reading
comprehension. Another prominent theoretical
framework that explains students’ attitude to-
wards reading and reading comprehension is the
Self-Regulated Learning Theory (SRL). SRL
posits that learners can regulate their own learn-
ing process by setting goals, monitoring their
progress, and evaluating their performance. It
recognizes that students’ attitudes, motivation,
and cognitive strategies play a crucial role in
their ability to comprehend what they read. Sev-

eral studies have explored the relevance of the
Self-Regulated Learning Theory to senior high
school learners. For instance, a study by Ye et
al. (2018) investigated the relationship between
self-regulated learning and reading comprehen-
sion among 400 senior high school students in
China. The results showed that students who
had high levels of self-regulated learning had
better reading comprehension than those with
low levels of self-regulated learning.

Indicators of Reading Attitude that Signifi-
cantly Influence Comprehension among Senior
High School Learners

Table 4 depicts the simple regression co-
efficient analysis on the reading attitude that
significantly influence comprehension among
senior high school learners. Indicators of read-
ing attitude in terms of frequency of reading
(0.000), enjoyment in reading (0.002), will-
ingness to read challenging materials (0.000)
and attitude towards reading assignment (0.001)
significantly influence comprehension among
senior high school learners. Meanwhile, the R2
value of 0.866 suggests that the indicators of
reading attitude, is explained by 86.6In addi-
tion, the F-value shows all the sums of squares,
given regression being the model and Residual
being the error. The F-value (264.597) and F-
statistic is significant p<.001, tells that the mod-
el is significantly a better predictor of students’
understanding in mathematical concepts.

Social Cognitive Theory (SCT) has also
been proposed as a theoretical framework to
explain students’ attitudes toward reading and
reading comprehension. SCT posits that learn-
ing occurs through observation, modeling, and
reinforcement. It recognizes the importance of
social factors such as peers, family, and teach-
ers in shaping students’ attitudes and behaviors
toward reading.

In the Philippine setting, several theories
have been proposed to understand students’ atti-

tudes towards reading and reading comprehen-
sion among senior high school learners. One
of these theories is the Transactional Theory of
Reading proposed by Rosenblatt (1995), which
posits that reading is an interactive process be-
tween the reader and the text. According to
this theory, readers’ attitudes towards reading
are influenced by their prior experiences, expec-
tations, and personal goals, which affect their
interpretation of the text. A study conducted by
Lazo, Emetrio, and Casimiro (2019) examined
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Table 4. Regression Coefficient Analysis on Indicators of Reading Attitude that
Significantly Influence Comprehension among Senior High School Learners

Model B Beta Standard Error p-value Decisions
H (Intercept) 4.145 0.079 0.001
H (Intercept) 0.313 0.175 0.270 0.204
FR (Frequency of Reading) 0.807 0.107 0.102 0.000 *Reject H0
ER (Enjoyment in Reading) 0.441 0.108 0.136 0.002 *Reject H0
WRCM (Willingness to Read
Challenging Materials)

0.202 0.097 0.210 0.000 *Reject H0

ATR (Attitude Towards Reading
Assignment)

0.683 0.086 0.499 0.001 *Reject H0

R2 = 0.866 F-val-
ue = 264.597 p-
value = < 0.001

*Significant @ p< 0.05
the relationship between senior high school
students’ attitudes towards reading and their
reading comprehension skills in the Philippines.
The study used a survey questionnaire and a
reading comprehension test to collect data
from 200 se-

nior high school students. The results showed a
positive correlation between students’ attitudes
towards reading and their reading comprehen-
sion skills.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations

This chapter presents the findings, conclusion and recommendation based on the results of the
data analyzed, discussed, and drawn implications. Findings are based on the posed statement of
the problem; conclusions are based on the findings generated and recommendations are based on
the implications of the discussions.

4.1. Findings—The following are findings
of the study given the results in the presentation,
analysis and discussions. The extent of reading
attitude of Senior High School Learners in terms
of enjoyment in reading, willingness to read
challenging materials, frequency of reading and
attitude towards reading assignment are some-
times manifested, thus, moderately extensive.
The overall mean rating denotes the extent of
reading attitude of Senior High School Learners
is sometimes manifested, thus, moderately ex-
tensive. The extent of comprehension of senior
high school learners in terms of making infer-
ences is oftentimes manifested; and understand-
ing vocabulary, understanding the main idea and

monitoring comprehension are sometimes man-
ifested. The overall mean rating denotes that
extent of comprehension of senior high school
learners is sometimes manifested, thus, moder-
ately extensive. Pearson’s Correlation generated
a significant correlation between teaching strate-
gies on the use of manipulatives and students’
understanding in mathematical concepts. Indi-
cators of reading attitude in terms of frequency
of reading, enjoyment in reading, willingness to
read challenging materials and attitude towards
reading assignment significantly influence com-
prehension among senior high school learners.

4.2. Conclusions—Given the findings of
the study presented, the following are conclu-
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sions, to wit; The reading attitude of Senior
High School Learners in terms of enjoyment in
reading, willingness to read challenging mate-
rials frequency of reading and attitude towards
reading assignment is moderately extensive.
The comprehension of senior high school learn-
ers in terms of making inferences, understand-
ing vocabulary, understanding the main idea
and monitoring comprehension is moderately
extensive. There is a significant relationship
between teaching strategies on the use of manip-
ulatives and students’ understanding in mathe-
matical concepts. Indicators of reading attitude
in terms of frequency of reading, enjoyment in
reading, willingness to read challenging materi-
als and attitude towards reading assignment sig-
nificantly influenced comprehension among se-
nior high school learners. The study also found
that the Transactional Theory of Reading was
a suitable framework for understanding the re-
lationship between students’ attitudes towards
reading and their reading comprehension skills.
The researchers argued that students’ attitudes
towards reading affect their motivation to read
and their engagement with the text, which in
turn impacts their reading comprehension skills.
Another theory that can be applied to under-
stand students’ attitudes towards reading and
reading comprehension is the Social Cognitive
Theory proposed by Bandura (1986). This the-
ory emphasizes the role of social factors and
cognitive processes in shaping human behavior.
According to this theory, students’ attitudes to-
wards reading can be influenced by their social
environment, including their peers, parents, and
teachers. Furthermore, students’ cognitive pro-
cesses, such as their self-efficacy beliefs, also
play a crucial role in their reading behavior and
performance. The study also highlighted the
relevance of the Social Cognitive Theory in un-
derstanding the relationship between students’
attitudes towards reading and their reading com-
prehension skills. The researcher argued that
students’ self-efficacy beliefs influence their mo-

tivation to read and their engagement with the
text, which ultimately impact their reading com-
prehension skills.

4.3. Recommendations—With the pre-
sented conclusions of the study, the following
are recommendations, to wit; Public School
District Supervisor: May provide adequate re-
sources and support through allocating suffi-
cient resources, including funding, technology
infrastructure, and professional development op-
portunities, to support the reading and compre-
hension competence. This will enable teachers
to effectively implement new strategies and stay
updated with the latest advancements in their
respective fields. Facilitate the sharing of best
practices, lesson plans, and resources to pro-
mote a culture of continuous improvement.

School Principal. May foster a supportive
and inclusive environment where teachers feel
encouraged to experiment with innovative teach-
ing methods. Recognize and reward teachers
who demonstrate excellence in integrating tech-
nology and implementing innovative instruc-
tional practices. Arrange regular professional
development sessions focusing on innovative
teaching methods and the integration of tech-
nology. This will motivate teachers to further
enhance their professional development and im-
prove student outcomes.

The Teachers. May engage in continuous
professional development an take active role
in professional development opportunities of-
fered by the school district, educational insti-
tutions, and online platforms. Engage in self-
reflection and seek feedback from peers and
mentors to continuously improve instructional
practices. Embrace a growth mindset and be
open to adopting innovative teaching methods.
Emphasize the importance of lifelong learning
and continuously strive to enhance professional
skills and knowledge.

The Future Researchers. May investigate
the impact of innovative teaching methods
through conduct research to explore the im-
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pact of innovative teaching methods to improve
learning on reading and comprehension. Iden-
tify barriers and challenges faced by teachers
and investigate factors such as access to tech-
nology, teacher readiness, support systems, and

institutional policies. This research will help
develop strategies to overcome these challenges
and promote successful implementation of in-
novative teaching methods.
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